78                      SIERRA    LEONE
this instance was lawful and no assault was committed,
from which it follows of course that there has been no
conspiracy and both convictions must be quashed," l
In short, the chiefs were perfectly entitled to re-
capture their property, even though this property
took the form of human beings.
I am riot competent, nor is it any part of my
purpose, to express any opinion as to which view
was legally right; the view of the majority, so far
as the Court and the law are concerned, of course
prevailed. And it must be obvious that humane
and upright judges are in a position of great diffi-
culty in dealing with such a problem. It is<Jlic
more reason why the only satisfactory solution is
to sweep away the institution of slavery itself,
with its inevitable incidents and consequences,
altogether.
To the people of England, and indeed to those of
other countries, this judgment came as a shock, for
it demonstrated that slave-owning on an extensive
scale still existed in territories under British control,
although not, of course, in British Colonies* It did
much more, for it emphasised the impossibility of
reconciling slavery in any form with ordinary
human rights, and raised the following query in
the minds of millions of people: If in British-
controlled territory it is possible for a 'system of
slavery to exist, in which slaves are regarded as a
1 Cmd, 3020, p. 63.